
2026 Spring Biosolids Symposium:
Field Evaluation



Our Service Area
• 24 owner communities in Dane County
• Over 440,000 individuals and businesses
• Covering 190 square miles
• Treat 38 million gallons daily

  MMSD Overview



Metrogro Overview

Metrogro:

- Class B Liquid Biosolids

- 5 Oxbows and 4 Terragators

- 19 Trailers

- Hire Contractors to pull trailers and run 
equipment

- Try to run 4-5 sites at a time

- 2025
- Approximately 39.7 gallons applied
- Covered over 7,300 acres



Field Evaluation

Site Self Approver

- Allows us to evaluate soil conditions and approve applications prior to                
submitting new site request to the DNR

 
-    Increased Acres per field
 - Less Sites
 - Less filling in with commercial fertilizer

- DNR Approval

- Subsequent applications

-    Acreage Adjustments



Field Evaluation
Initial Site Review: Web Soil Survey

-    Green button “START WSS”
- Create AOI (Field Boundary) in Web Soil Survey

- Soil Data Explorer
- Soil Properties and Qualities

- Shallow Ground Water: Water Features, 
Depth to Water Table, View Rating

- Shallow Bedrock: Soil Qualities and 
Features, Depth to Bedrock, View Rating

- Shades of Blue are good
- Yellow, Orange and Red need investigation
- Ratings are in centimeters, 36” = 91.44 cm

https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/Home
Page.htm

https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/HomePage.htm
https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/HomePage.htm












Field Evaluation

In the Field:

- Locate soil units from Web Soil Survey
- Determine number and locations of soil borings
- Perform borings
- Log boring information

https://snapmaps19.snapplus.wisc.edu/

https://snapmaps19.snapplus.wisc.edu/


Field Evaluation

Number and Location of Borings:

- 1 boring for every 5-10 acres of each soil unit
- Certain conditions could call for more or 

less
 

- Look for areas of concern
- Wetland Buffers
- Well Buffers
- Low Spots 

- Be sure to catch all soil unit polygons















Field Evaluation

Logging Boring Information:

- Parameters to log
- Site ID, Farm/Field
- DNR site number, if available
- Point ID
- Soil Type
- Boring notes
- Approved for Application, Yes/No
- Date
- Name of Person
- Latitude
- Longitude



Field Evaluation

Setback checks prior to submittal:

- Private Wells
- Community Wells
- Wetlands and Concentrated Flow 

Areas
- Waterways
- Residential Buildings
- Schools, Health Care Facilities
- Slopes

















Field Evaluation
Other Resources:



Thank You!

Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District website:
www.madsewer.org

Zac Thompson, Biosolids Specialist E-mail:
zact@madsewer.org

http://www.madsewer.org/
mailto:zact@madsewer.org
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